Autism, macrocrania and epilepsy: how are they linked?
To evaluate the possible association of autistic disorder (AD), macrocrania and epilepsy, we performed a retrospective study comparing epileptic and non-epileptic AD patients with macrocrania, and AD patients with macrocrania to age- and sex-matched AD controls without macrocrania. We found macrocrania in 17.3% of 121 patients with AD. Epilepsy was not significantly more frequent in AD patients with macrocrania than in those without macrocrania. There were no significant differences in the other clinical characteristics studied except for epileptiform EEG abnormalities which were more often found in AD patients with epilepsy. AD with macrocrania and epilepsy is not a syndrome but may be a marker for a group of subjects with AD. A role for familial macrocrania needs further assessment.